MINUTES - FACULTY SENATE MEETING, MAY 3, 1989
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Rufus G. Fellers
at 4:35 p.m. This meeting follows the close of the General Faculty
meeting.
I.

Approval of Minutes

Silvernail made an editorial addition to p. M-1, last
paragraph, second line. Add "Professor Becker for" following the
words "recognition to".
The minutes were accepted with the editorial change.
II.

Reports of Officers

Fellers noted the President had reported at the preceding
General Faculty meeting. The Provost had no report.
III.
A.

Reports of Committees

Faculty Senate Steering Committee, Professor Silvernail,
Secretary:

Silvernail had no report.
B.

Grade Change Committee, Professor L. Johnson,
Committee:

for the

Johnson brought the committee recommendations to the floor
where they were immediately accepted by voice vote.
C.

Curriculum and Courses Committee, Professor Kuiper, Chair:

Kuiper moved items I, II, and III separately. Each item was
accepted.
She then made the following editorial changes in item
IV, College of Engineering:
1.
P. A-6, Chemical Engineering, New Courses - change ECHE
380 to ENGR 380 and move to p. A-5.
2. Addendum page, note deletion of EECE 222L, EECE 371L, and
EECE 372L.
3. P. A-8, Proposed Wording, line 12, end of line - add 300.
The statement should read ... "at the 300 level or above".
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4.

P. A-8, Group A, change Physical Sciences to Physics.

Kuiper gave some background to the proposed changes in the
College of Engineering.
Professor Weasmer (GINT) pointed out that the way the 24 hours
in Humanities and Social Sciences are to be worded on p. A-8 would
severely limit the student to one area of choice.
Professor Schwartz (ENGR) said the University requirements,
accreditation requirements, plus only eight courses of electives
has made this wording necessary.
Professor Van Brunt (ENGR) pointed out that on p. A-12 under
Electrical and Computer Engineering, ECHE 380 should be changed to
ENGR 380. Kuiper agreed to the change.
Weasmer moved to delete all the underlined material except
"one history course, and one fine arts course".
Schwartz explained that the Engineering faculty wanted to have
some concentration in HUSS not a smorgasbord approach.
Weasmer withdrew the motion.
Fellers posed the question.
Kuiper moved item V.

Item IV was passed.

It was accepted.

Kuiper then spoke to item VI. A, and said only item
"Laboratory Sciences" the material following physics was to be
considered at this time as all other parts of item VI had been
approved at the April, 1989 meeting. Thus to be considered was the
phrase: " ... and approved courses in Humanities and Social Sciences
departments, e.g. Geography 201, 202. 11 She then moved approval.
Professor Davis (PSYC) stated that the College of Humanities
and Social Sciences at its 18th April meeting unanimously approved
a change in the wording of the proposed phrase.
11

Weasmer stated the College approved revised statement was
and the following courses in Humanities and Social Sciences GEOG 201 and GEOG 202."
•••

Kuiper pointed out this revision had not come to the committee
and an amendment to the committee report was needed.
Weasmer made the amendment and it was seconded.
The motion
to amend the report was favorable.
The chair then opened
discussion on the amended committee report.
Professor Herr (BIOL) felt that the incorporation of the two
courses would merely dilute an already "paltry" job done by this
university and other universities in science education.
He felt
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the courses were not appropriate as well as some courses in the
College of Science and Mathematics are not appropriate as general
introductions to the science requirement which is meant to
introduce students to the broad field of science.
Incorporation
of the two courses would not be a step toward cutting back on
science illiteracy.
Professor Bly (CHEM) focused upon two statements under General
Education Requirements in the College of Humanities and Social
Sciences which say " •.. must satisfy a common set of education
requirements which are designed to prevent any student from
adopting too narrow an academic focus," and ... "general education
is not defined by subject matter alone but rather by an attitude
toward the world which emphasizes intelligent functioning as a
human being."
He felt it was important that HUSS majors have a
little bit of the concept of the scientific background to many of
the earth's environmental problems.
Dean Carol Kay (HUSS) said the College agreed that there
needed to be a strengthening of the science preparation of its
students and had asked the College of Science and Mathematics to
propose and develop a new course in the implications of science and
technology for the future.
This course does not yet exist.
The change adopted by the faculty of HUSS to name only the two
geography courses was in response to the College of Science and
Mathematics' criticism that the original phrase was too open ended.
She also asked if a negative vote would rescind the College of
Journalism's practice of counting GEOG 201 and GEOG 202 for the lab
science credit.
Bly stated he was opposed to that use also and commented on
what he saw as inaccurate journalism in reporting chemical spills.
Fellers pointed out the College of Journalism's curriculum was
not under discussion.
Professor Minghi (GEOG) stated a large number of our peer
institutions do count physical geography toward their lab science
requirement. He also noted the instructors who teach these courses
are highly qualified scientists.
Professor Mack (ART) said two courses at the introductory
level were not going to make a student a scientist. He felt what
was important was the understanding of the methodology, reason, and
approach of science.
That understanding was important to the
student in later life. The question to be answered here was "did
GEOG 201 and GEOG 202 meet that requirement?"
Professor Avignone (PHYS) pointed out there is very little
science teaching in the South Carolina secondary schools.
This
motion would make it possible for a student to go through a 16 year
program without coming to a science department. This probably was
not the case at other state universities which incorporated
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physical geography in the science requirement, but it was true of
South Carolina.
Professor Sidel (JOUR) said his college felt that the two
courses did satisfy the basic understanding of science.
Professor Filaseta (MATH) did not feel science credit should
be awarded to courses not taught in a science department. He noted
a history of mathematics course should not receive credit for the
history requirement.
Professor Mould (SCCC) said, "You can look at a field of
knowledge conceptually or departmentally.
In South Carolina
College they take the conceptional approach.
Most of these
students meet the history requirement by taking two courses in the
history department while others may take the history of art or
another course which places the human experience in a historical
context."
Avignone said there was nothing wrong with the faculty that
are involved with the motion.
The point is that years from now,
when they are gone, the precedent has been set.
Professor Bennett (MATH) noted that compartmentalization by
discipline is necessary for a program to operate.
Professor James (GEOG) maintained that the content of the
geography courses are scientific in approach.
He also felt
geographers would offer a different perspective and introduce a
different approach to physical science which includes the human
impact on the physical processes. This would add something missing
from the curriculum.
Professor Lawrence (GEOL) said GEOL 103 has been taught for
years as an environmental values clarification course.
Herr noted the geography courses served well as a related
science but not at the introductory science requirement level.
The vote was taken and by hand indication the motion to add
GEOG 201 and GEOG 202 failed.
Kuiper moved VI, B.-D., item by item.
Each passed.
Item E
was corrected from a new course to a cross listed course.
Also,
the cross listed course for LASP 371 was changed from SPAN 404 to
SPAN 405. This item passed.
Kuiper moved item VI, F. (formerly D)
credit for ARMY 201 from (2) to (3).

with the change in

Weasmer pointed out that with the credit hour increases and
the College Distribution requirement plus a major, at least 117
hours of the 120 are accounted for, leaving little or nothing for
electives.
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It was pointed out that the increase in credit for the courses
better reflects the amount of time devoted to the courses. After
further discussion this item was passed.
Kuiper moved item VII with a change in ft. 6, last line after
... "and a third"... add analytical course; 2) STAT 110 and two
courses from CSCI 101 and 102 or PHIL 110 and 111; or 3) STAT 110,
STAT 201, and a third analytical course.
Bennett claimed a real concern over the fact that mathematics
courses could disappear in a nursing student's curriculum.
Professor Brown (NURS) said this footnote
curriculum requirement for analytical reasoning.

meets

the

core

Bennett replied he was not sure that it does.
Kuiper responded that the committee felt the footnote meets
the minimum requirements.
Weasmer asked for a clarification of ft. 2 - what is meant by
the ambiguous statement.
Kuiper said that three of the social science requirements of
four courses must come from one of the listed fields.
Brown added the "life span" component means the students must
take some area courses across the life span such as adolescent,
child, and older age psychology.
Lawrence wanted to know if it would be possible to graduate
as a nursing student without taking a mathematics course? He felt
if this were the case, then that would be intolerable.
Professor Mercer (CHEM) felt the vagueness of the wording in
footnote 2 leads to confusion rather than clarification.
Kuiper pointed out this is the wording of the current bulletin
and approval is being requested only for the underlined changes in
footnotes 1, 3, and 6.
Weasmer noted that the footnotes are a part of the motion.
He then specified other possible problems in credit hours specified
between p. A-22 and p. A-25.
Professor Felton (NURS) clarified the difference in credit
hours is due to the problem of separating out nursing students who
already have completed an associate degree program.
The motion was called to a vote.

The motion passed.

Kuiper moved item VIII with the following additional changes:
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1) P. A-30, delete from third line from the bottom the extra
MATH 574.
2)
P. A-30, in the General Education Requirements, lines 5
and 6, move the word degree to after Bachelor of Science.
3)

P. A-33, in ASTR 320 prereq., change ASTR 111 to ASTR 112.

4)

P. A-28, top line, delete extra "to meet".

5)
P. A-33, PHYS 340, prereq., change to ASTR 112 and MATH
115 or equivalent; ....
With these changes, the item was approved.
Item IX was moved and approved.
Kuiper changed the cross listing of WOST 541 to NURS 541 in
item X. The item was approved.
D. . Faculty Advisory Committee, Professor Herr, Chair:
Herr referred the Faculty Senate to their report on p. A-35.
He announced the committee will discuss items concerning tenure and
promotion and changes in the Faculty Manual .
E.

Scholastic Standards and Petitions Committee, Professor
Brown, Chair:

Brown reported for information their findings concerning their
study
of
independent
study
courses.
She
noted
their
recommendations on page A-38 refer to the use of only 399 courses.
The full committee report is on file in the Faculty Senate Office.
Professor Howard-Hill (ENGL) moved consideration of the
recommendations to be taken up at the 6th July meeting. The motion
to defer was accepted.
Brown also noted, for information, the new standards for the
College of Nursing.
F.

Faculty Welfare Committee, Professor Becker, Chair:

Howard-H i ll, committee member, reported for the committee.
He moved the committee recommendations on p. A-45.
Professor Conant (MUSC)
recommendations until 6th July.
G.

moved to defer motion on the
The motion to defer was sustained.

Faculty Athletic Advisory Committee, Professor Robinson,
Chair:

Robinson said
requiring football

the committee had reviewed the policy of
tickets for children be continued.
The
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committee reviewed the possible policy of establishing faculty
discounts on single game tickets and found that there might be an
IRS problem with this option. They suggested instead that a group
of faculty members purchase a s eason ticket at discount and share
the tickets.
In terms of another request,
the committee
recommended faculty not get into the practice of buying tickets
that need validation.

v.

Report of Secretary
None

VI.

Unfinished Business
None

VII.

New Business
None

VIII.

Good of the Order

Mack noted that the Chronicle of Higher Education had an
article on a national organization for Faculty Senates, and asked
i f we were a member or had considered joining.
Fellers said we we re not a member and that this was the first
he had heard of it.
He would be glad t o hear more about the
organization and Mack said he would send him a copy of the article.
There was no further business and the meeting was ajourned at
6: 12 p.m.
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